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7 Surprising Ways Your Wedding Band  

Can Transform Your Party From Bland... 

To Grand! 

 

Dear Fabulous Bride & Groom-To-Be, 

Who knew? This wedding planning lark requires some serious soul searching. 

Having to dig deep at every decision and ask yourself “What does this wedding 

dress/first dance/lemon soufflé say about me”? It’s enough to send any right-minded 

couple packing for Vegas.  

Choosing a band is probably your biggest decision of all. Why? It’s the thing that 

your guests will rave about and remember long after the designer cake and DIY 

wedding favours are gone. It’s almost definitely the thing that will make or break your 

wedding party.  

So, where on earth to start? 

Relax, you’re in the right place. We’ve put together the 7 ways that an inspired 

choice of band can catapult your wedding from ‘special’ to ‘spectacular’. You can use 

these ideas as inspiration for the sort of wedding band you want to find, and as an 

essential checklist before plumping for ‘The One’.   

So hold on to your veils, ladies, here we go… 

 

#1. Be A Style Queen: Your Choice of Wedding Band Says 
More About You Than You Think.   

 
Love to add flair to your own personal style? Can’t walk past an Accessorize 

without getting whiplash? Count ‘designer cushions’ as one of your actual interests? 
When it comes to your wedding band, you can DEFINITELY make a style statement 
that is a reflection of you and your immaculate sense of taste.  If you’re serious about 
creating the ‘wow factor’ at your party, a great band is your ultimate accessory.  

 
If ‘wowing’ your guests is important to you, then you shouldn’t settle for a 
bland, generic function band.  
 
Think of it like this.  
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Your choice of band is a bit like your choice of wedding menu.  You could put 

on a buffet to cater for all tastes – meat, fish, vegetarian, spicy, mild, exotic, not so 
exotic. And it would be nice, and everyone would find something to enjoy. Or you 
could take an interesting slant (Middle Eastern Mezze, Oriental Food Theatre, 
Traditional Great British Fayre) and create a themed menu that adds a certain ‘je ne 
sais quoi’ to your guests’ dining experience. Sure, there will be one or two people 
that won’t eat the sushi, or will skip the spicy sauce. But most of your guests will love 
it and agree that it makes a refreshing change from the usual chicken.  
 

 

#2. The Magnetic Dance Floor: How To Guarantee Your 

Guests Will Still Be Going Strong At Midnight. 

Let’s get this straight. The purpose of a live band at your event is not to crank 

out your favourite tunes and look increasingly bored as the night goes on.  

A band without a spark or a personality is pointless – you’d have been better 

to hire a DJ and save yourself a chunk of budget.  

As most things in life, choosing a wedding band is not an exact science - 

sadly one cannot compare 5 piece bands like-for-like. So in the immortal words of 

Alfie: What’s it all about?  

To name but a few, it’s about charm, personality, chemistry, energy, 

dynamism, charisma, likeability and magnetism. It’s about your band pouring life & 

soul into their performance. It’s about a charismatic front man or woman with a 

natural empathy for their audience and the ability to put your guests instantly at 

ease. It’s also about the whole band having a great chemistry together, being fun 

and entertaining without a hint of self-indulgence. 

These dynamic bands are few and far between but you’ll know when you’ve 
found one, because your dance floor will never be empty for very long.      
 

 

#3. Push The Boat Out: The Surprising Ways Your Band 

Can Thrill Your Guests.  

Contrary to popular belief, your band experience does not have to conform to: 

Band jumps on stage, guests dance obligingly; band pauses for short break, guests 

exit for sneaky fag/snog/loo (delete as appropriate). You want your guests to 

genuinely enjoy your wedding because it’s a bit different from the 10 others they’ve 

been to that year.  
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So in the same way as you’ve created personal touches throughout, think 

about how you can use your band to create a fun and memorable experience for 

your guests.  

A talented band can take your guests on a fabulous musical adventure. 

Create ‘mini events’ throughout the evening to keep them guessing; 

 Get the band to entertain your guests at close quarters as they queue 

for the buffet.  

 Take your guests on a musical journey through time, moving through 

different eras at each set. Works a treat for retro themed weddings.  

 Get the band to play a flamboyant cabaret style performance during 

dinner. Bring on dancers to perform with the band if that tickles your 

fancy.  

 Get the horn section (that’s the brass instruments, ladies) to go on a 

walkabout during one of the sets.  

 Bring on a guest vocalist to sing with the band - think talented friends, 

relatives, your new other half (no X Factor rejects please).  

Let your imagination run wild. Trust us, your guests are gonna love it!  

 

#4. Do Something Different: The Perils Of Following The 
Well Trodden Path.   
 

It may surprise you to hear that not all weddings have instant ‘wow factor’.  
Sure, everyone loves a happy couple (sob), a glass of something bubbly and a bit of 
a turn on the dance floor. Lovely and fun as that is, that in itself is not enough to 
catapult your wedding into the league of the truly fabulous.  If you are the type of gal 
and guy who likes to push the boat out, with a strong sense of who you are, then 
you’re probably looking to do something a little bit special with your day.  
 

Don’t do what everyone else does just because you think you have to.  
 
Following the well-trodden supplier path is tempting – you’ve seen it before, 

you know it works, 25 of your married friends can’t be wrong. But go on, we dare 
you. Take a perfectly pedicured step outside of the usual wedding fare, see if you 
can find suppliers that your friends haven’t necessarily seen a million times before. 
You’ll be surprised what you can find and how you can achieve your vision without 
compromising the broad appeal of your wedding.  
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A knock-out band is one of the most effective ways to make your event very 
special, without you taking on any major risk.  

 
A Google search is a good place to start. Try to be as specific as you can 

about the type of band you are looking for e.g. ‘Swing Band for Hire, South East’. 
You’ll quickly see that the best, most professional bands usually have a slick website 
with high quality audio and video of the band performing. If you don’t know anyone 
who has seen the band before, then glowing client testimonials – and plenty of them 
– are your best friend. Especially look out for video testimonials from other brides 
and grooms that you feel you can relate to.  

 
Any contact you have with the band’s representative or manager should be 

helpful, straight forward and professional – being a pleasure to deal with will save 
you precious beauty sleep on the lead up to your Big Day.  

 
Finally, if you’ve done your homework, then listen to your gut. If it looks like a 

duck, and it quacks like a duck… then it probably is.  
 

#5. Be Retro-Fabulous: How to Stay On the Chic Side of 
Retro. 
 

Ah, the decadence of the Jazz Age. Oh, the glamour of the Rat Pack era… 
Aiming to conjure up a cool, retro ambiance for your wedding? Then it’s definitely a 
smart move to find a band that has clear musical references to that specific era. But, 
we hear you cry, what about keeping your guests on their feet?  
 

So here’s the thing.  
 
Your band should have a unique character and style all of their own, because 

that’s what separates a great retro-style band from a simple tribute act. A great band 
will have their own unique take on an old classic, and a repertoire that reaches out 
beyond the obvious genre favourites… to (literally) keep your guests on their toes all 
night. Think Buble or Connick Jr.  
 
 

#6. Rock My Wedding: How The Right Band Can Bring 
Your Vision To Life. 
 

If you’ve chosen a particular style or theme for your wedding, for example, 
Hollywood glamour, Art Deco elegance or just good old M4 rustic charm, then you 
can really bring your theme to life with an inspired choice of band.  

 
In the world of live music, that means a band that specialises in one or two 

complementary musical genres e.g. Swing & Jazz, Soul & Motown, Disco & Funk. 
Why’s this important? Because all professional musicians specialise in one or two 
particular genres, which means that you get a far more authentic performance than 
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you would with a ‘Jack of all trades’ generic function band. In the same way, you’d 
probably prefer to have your wedding hair done by the wedding hair specialist in the 
salon rather than one of the common-or-garden hair stylists.  
 

But if you think that a band specialising in a genre presents a risk to your full 
dance floor, worry not. A great band will have a repertoire which reaches out beyond 
the obvious genre favourites, so ask to see the band’s full repertoire and talk to them 
about how they can ‘read the room’. A good question to ask a band leader is ‘What 
plan do you have in place if guests don’t dance?’ Any band worth its salt will have a 
strategy that it has successfully used in the past at events similar to yours.    

 

#7. No Compromises: When Only The Best Will Do!   

Yawn, yawn… We all know what a professional wedding band means, right? 

Well, maybe. We all want our wedding band to be professional (with a small ‘p’) so 

that they arrive punctually, take pride in their appearance, put on a slick 

performance, and generally deliver what they say they will. Let’s face it, all absolute 

musts for any wedding supplier.  

But, brace yourself… bet you didn’t know that an estimated 80% of UK 

function bands are not Professional (with a Capital ‘P’)? Most wedding bands are in 

fact semi-professional, or amateur, meaning they usually only play together on 

weekends, since its members often have other day jobs, and if (God forbid) a band 

member is ill on the day of your event, they will probably struggle to find a suitable 

replacement.  

The Professional wedding band, by contrast, is a well run business. It’s made 

up of fully professional musicians - the type who support Big Name acts on tour, do 

session work in recording studios and perform together as a band in the famous 

music clubs of London’s West End (yes, real people cheerfully paying good money 

to see your wedding band on stage!) The band leader can draw on a wide network of 

Professional musicians should he need to find a replacement, so performance levels 

are never compromised.  Professional bands are also often contracted to maintain 

their equipment, so from PA to lighting, to the vehicles they use, everything is in top 

working order. Phew. Bet you hadn’t thought that one through.  

So for those uber-brides amongst us who like things to run exactly as we 

planned them, a Professional band should be a #1 consideration. Think of it like this. 

You wouldn’t hire a caterer that wasn’t well equipped would you? You’d like to know 

that even if one of their ovens broke down, they would still be able to serve up 

piping-hot, herb-crusted lamb rump to 250 of your closest friends at 7pm sharpish. 

Well, then.   
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Would You Like Some Help? 

Thanks for taking the time to read this Guide. We hope you’ve found it helpful and have 

been inspired to do something a little different with your band choices to help create your 

own amazing wedding party. 

If you have any questions, comments or would like some help finding a band for your 

wedding please contact Brad Lazarus at My Fabulous Wedding Band on 020 8349 1933 or 

Brad@MyFabulousWeddingBand.co.uk 

Or, get started by browsing our website and our exclusively managed bands. Each band has 

video, audio, testimonials and success stories so you can get to know them and decide 

whether they’ll be ‘The One’: 

www.MyFabulousWeddingBand.co.uk/our-bands 

 Schwing - Harry Connick Jr and Michael Buble inspired Swing & Jazz to Classic Pop 

& Soul  

 The Jazz Cannons - Sinatra and Dean Martin inspired Vintage Swing, Rat Pack, 

Latin and Classic Pop & Soul 

 The Milestones - Authentic Motown, Disco, Funk & Soul 

 Soul Fiesta - Soul, Funk & Motown with Passion 

 Jivin’ Miss Daisy - Real Swing, Good Time Jazz & Classic Soul 

 

Here’s to YOUR fabulous wedding! 

 

Brad & Mel Lazarus 

Tel: 020 8349 1933 

Email: brad@myfabulousweddingband.co.uk  

Web: www.MyFabulousWeddingBand.co.uk 
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